
























RPA Policy 1: Foster land use
and development patterns that
incorporate natural, cultural,
heritage and agriculture
resources to preserve
character-defining features of
the rural landscape while
providing opportunities for rural
living and business.

2. Create a matrix of the different strategies with a cost/benefit
analysis for each. This analysis should include examinations of how
various methods of prime soils, sensitive resource protection, and
overall land conservation effect the stated goals of the
Comprehensive Plan.

Those stated goals include protection of prime soils, and the
continued growth and success of the rural economy. With agriculture
being the bedrock of the rural economy and high-quality farmland



Strategy 1.1 -- Support
uses that protect,
preserve, and enhance
natural areas and open
space, retain farmland
and the vitality of the
rural economy, and
foster a high quality of
rural life for residents.

RPA Policy 2: Limit residential
development to protect the land
resource for agriculture
operations, rural economy
uses, and open space uses;
minimize traffic impacts, and
reduce the demand for
additional public facilities and
services.

Strategy 2.1 -- Where
residential development
does occur in the RPA,
it should be designed to
preserve the rural
character, work with the
land form to preserve
and protect natural
features, and conserve
land for agriculture,
equine uses, rural
economy uses, passive
recreation and open
space

Actions A. Evaluate and revise
zoning regulations and design
standards to improve the
design of subdivisions and
clustered residential
development by incorporating
natural features and buffering

being critical to the success of agriculture, the protection of USDA
Class I/Prime soils must be assured.

We recommend analysis and implementation of one or more of the
following measurers to protect prime agricultural soils and to minimize
the impact of new subdivisions in AR-1 and AR-2 zoning districts to
agriculture and natural resources.

Require a high overall percentage of USDA Class I
prime agricultural soils be placed on the Rural
Economy Lot for future agricultural use when a cluster
subdivision is designed.

o At least 80% of Prime Soils should be placed on the
rural economy lot and not under the cluster lots.

Change the current system which calculates the
overall lot yield of sub dividable parcels based on
gross acreage. Instead calculate lot yield based upon
gross acreage minus sensitive features such as steep
slopes, mountainside overlay, wetlands/hydric areas,
and prime agricultural soils.

In addition, we recommend the following as additional strategy to
save prime soils from home development:

Fund and implement a Purchase of Development Rights
program with eligibility targeted at properties with large
acreages of prime agricultural soils.

Design and implement a Transfer of Development Rights
program with eligibility targeted at properties with large
acreages of prime agricultural soils.



from roadways and scenic
byways.












