
RPA PRESERVATION – ATTACHMENT 
 

The attached document provides Loudoun County Staff summary and red-lined WESTERN 
LOUDOUN REZONING changes made due to CPAM 2005-0005, ZOAM 2005-0002, DOAM 2005-
0003 and ZMAP 2005-0042. 
 
OVERVIEW1 
“After the Board of Supervisors adopted the Revised General Plan on July 23, 2002, revisions to the 
County’s Zoning Ordinance were developed to implement to Plan’s Green Infrastructure policies.  The 
revisions to the County’s Zoning Ordinance included new regulations for incorporating the conservation 
design process in all subdivision and site plan applications; the creation of two new overlay districts – a 
River and Stream Corridor Overlay District (RSCOD) and a Limestone Overlay District (LOD); and revisions 
to the Mountainside Development Overlay District (MDOD).  On January 6, 2003, ZOAM 2002-0003 and 
ZMAP 2002-0014 Countywide Remapping and Text Amendments, which contained these new overlay 
districts, were adopted as the Revised 1993 Loudoun County Zoning Ordinance. 
  
One year later on March 30, 2004, the Circuit Court of Loudoun County overturned the new environmental 
overlay districts due to an insufficient descriptive summary in the legal notices for the Board of Supervisors 
Public Hearings on ZOAM 2002-0003 and ZMAP 2002-0014 Countywide Remapping and Text 
Amendments.  This resulted in the Revised 1993 Loudoun County Zoning Ordinance reverting back to pre-
January 6, 2003 ordinance regulations regarding the three overlay districts. . . . 
 
On March 3, 2005, the Virginia Supreme Court ruled that all conservation design policies should also be 
removed from the Revised 1993 Loudoun County Zoning Ordinance due to an insufficient descriptive 
summary in the legal notices. . . .  This resulted in ZOAM 2005-0002, Rural Policy Area Remapping, which 
removed Section 6-2000 – Conservation Design and the three environmental overlay districts from the 
Revised 1993 Loudoun County Zoning Ordinance as of December 5, 2006.” 

 
CONCLUSION: 
If not for “insufficient descriptive summary in the legal notices,” the language and text adopted 
January 6, 2003 as the Revised 1993 Loudoun County Zoning Ordinance was vetted by the public, 
County Staff, Legal Department, Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors and was deemed 
appropriate and legal.   
 
Many of the requested changes for the current Zoning Ordinance Rewrite (ZOR) effort to 
implement the 2019 Comprehensive Plan include the same or similar requirements as approved 
in 2003.   The attached document provides the original text for consideration and review for re-
insertion in the Zoning Ordinance Rewrite: 

p. 74: AR-1 Conservation Design 
p. 89 Lot Yield 1/10acre (vs. 1/5 ac) 
p. 375 Sec.5-703 Cluster Option guidelines 
p. 449 Sec. 6-408 Modifications (expunged) 
p. 455 Conservation Design (expunged) 
p. 466 Density/Intensity Calc (100% in DDA) 
           Sec. 6-2008: "permanently restricted" 
p. 473 LSDO / FSM Amendments 1/20/06 

 

 
1 Loudoun County Environmental Policy and Program Assessment, Loudoun County, Virginia, June 10, 2008, p.15 
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